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out in the State of Nebraska. Because of l|ack of funds, we
eventual ly wi thdrew the departnent’s responsibility role in the
enforcement of this program Through the years we have tried to
maintain a programwith the use of the counties and continuing a
programthat will control the noxious weeds that we have in the
State of Nebraska. LB 49, introduced by Senator "Cap" Dierks,
expands upon that and returns the enforcenent powers back to the
Department of Agriculture. The committee anmendnments arr rather
extensive and would take ne a great deal of time to try and
explain each of them so | would suggest that those that are
interested in this subject would turn to their bill book and
ook at their committee statement. You m ght be able to fg|low
some of the statements |'mabout to make about the commttee
amendments. Secifically, the highlights of LB49, as they are
amended by the comm ttee, maintain the historical line of

responsibility for noxi ous weeds in the state. As always, the
landowner has the first responsibility in controlling noxious
weeds on his or her property. Then it goes to the county
noxious weed control authority. Under this bill then the

Department of Agriculture would be involved through a nmonitoring
process and, finally, the Attorney General would be used through

l egal action, if necessary. This bill takes the poxious weeds
out of the statute and puts themunder rule and reg. That is to
say that, currently, under our statutes there are four specific

noxi ous weeds that are highlighted in the gtatutes. It seemed
nore appropriate to allow the Departnent of Agriculture, through

the devel opment of their rules and regs, to highlight which
weeds in the State of Nebraska m ght be noxious and that way jf

we wanted to add or del ete the nunber of weeds that m ght be
noxious in the state, that would just take gz changein the rules
and regs rather than a change in our state gstatutes.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator Johnson. (Gavel.) Go
ahead.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: Thankyou. The anendnents also retain the
power of the counties to petition for additional weeds to be

added onto a list for enforcement by the county. It also
di vi des the enforcenent between the county authorities and the
director. It specifies the duties of each in statute,
specifically it lists 11 duties of the Department of Agriculture
director. It al so specifies |ist...or lists duties nf the

county authorities and the weed superintendents. As always, the

weed superintendents must be EPA certified ender FIFRA and do
20 hours of continuing education annually. That is current
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